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system is now open to the public free of charge. On
February 25, 2018, the Korean Immigration Service
announced its decision to eliminate a remaining fee for
VISA applications. The fee was the only cost element for
applicants of this type. The agency also started to accept
applications for residence registration, but this still
remained a non-negotiable requirement. The VISA free
of charge program is the second of its kind in Korea. The
first VISA application fee was removed for 60,000
foreigners on March 13, 2016. The announcement of the
new move to reduce the costs for foreign visitors
attracted attention to Korea’s management of visa and
immigration policies. This development is viewed as a
response to growing pressure on the government to cut
down the cost of managing visa applications. It is
expected to be a model program for countries elsewhere
that are dealing with an aging population or a shortage
of labor. Korea’s population is rapidly aging. The baby
boomers aged 40 to 65 years are the fastest growing



segment in Korea’s population. Their size accounted for
37.5% in 2011, which is expected to rise to 59% in 2025.
This development is predicted to be most tangible in the
export sector, where the number of jobs that will require
an H 79a2804d6b
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