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Genetically modified (GM) food following a visit to an Irish GM research company by the bloc’s agriculture and fisheries ministers. France’s first minister for agriculture, Stéphane Le Foll, and German vice-chancellor Sigmar Gabriel will travel to Portlaoise in the South West
to visit GM company Innate Immunity at the €14.5 million Bioproduct Centre. The trip was formally endorsed by the Cabinet on Tuesday. It comes after Mr Le Foll travelled to Dublin to meet Taoiseach Leo Varadkar at the end of last month and to meet Richard Newton,
Ireland’s ambassador to the EU’s single market and customs union. As a result of that meeting, the Irish government committed to lifting its moratorium on importing GM food to Europe, and to seek approval for this from the US Food and Drugs Administration and from
the European Commission. Both the US and EU were opposed to GMO (genetically modified organism) crops and livestock entering their countries, but in July last year the European Union’s food safety agency, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), ruled that the
“well-characterised” GM corn and soy bean varieties produced by biotech company Monsanto and Dow AgroSciences are safe. The findings were approved by the European Commission, which has taken a generally hands-off approach to GM technology after a major
study of its impact on the environment found no impact. However, French environmental movement Greenpeace was highly critical of the commission’s decision to allow the two companies to market their GM seeds in the bloc. A spokesman for the group said GM seeds
were “one of the most destructive applications of technology”. “We have two weeks to tell the European Commission to go back to the drawing board and seriously reassess its approval of Bayer’s Roundup Ready and Monsanto’s Bt maize and transgenic cotton,” it said.
Greenpeace Europe spokesman Vincent Rodier said the European Commission had failed to take into account the “enormous environmental risks” created by planting GM crops and required further environmental impact studies. Since the new GM crops were approved,
public concern over GM food has escalated, in part due to the higher price of GM food. Danone, Switzerland’s largest food company, has said it will phase out the use of GM crops in Europe by the end of the decade, accusing the EU of “industrialising agriculture without
due consideration of the consequences”. The company is also opposed to GM fish. The minister for agriculture, Mr Le Foll, has said he will like to see more research into GM crops and the impact they may have on crop yields, in particular their ability to survive droughts.
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