Marionette Of The Labyrinth

The puppeteers in western countries eventually turned away from making live or
even moving puppets, with the advent of film and television it became clear that
the best way to show the movement of the puppets was to record it on film or tape.
Over the years various techniques were developed for puppets to create the illusion
of movement for the films, this evolved into the use of mechanical puppetry which
eventually superseded live and moving puppets. The most widely used technique is
the marionette, a rigid or moveable puppet that is placed on a horizontal beam. The
puppeteer manipulates the marionettes joints to simulate the movement of the
puppet.. Marionette is a French word meaning "little puppet" or "puppet doll".
However, Marionette has also come to mean "an important or notable person".
Originally referring to the little puppets (poupée) of a puppet theatre, when used
with a capital M the original meaning is adapted. Like puppet, marionette can refer
to a person who acts like a puppet, or to an animated or marionette-like object. One
of the most commonly used techniques in marionettes is bobbins. These consist of
long cords of silk or nylon that are attached at the joints of the puppet. The
puppeteer can move the joints via the bobbins, thus making it possible to
manipulate a puppet's joints, imitate the movements of an actual person, or
animate an inanimate object in many different ways. Mostly, however, marionettes
are used for plays, illustrating various events, or simply for entertainment, such as
for children's shows or television commercials. In fact, most marionettes are
produced by the Chinese and are similar to figure puppets, with the exception that
the puppeteer is not hidden inside the puppet. These figures are also usually made
of cloth. Puppet theaters are traditionally open-air, open-sided structures that are
sometimes constructed of wood, such as a platform, with the puppeteer, the co-
puppeteer, and the marionette actors standing on a small stage on top of the
wooden platform.
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