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What do you think about Wazir? Please
post your comments, views and
feedback."l think it is probably the No.
1 issue of our time," said New York City
Councilman David Greenfield, an
ardent proponent of mayoral candidate
Bill de Blasio. It's hard to disagree. |
conducted a straw poll of City Council
members this week, and found that the
majority of elected officials were either
for or against same-sex marriage. I'm
not bothered by that. The same people
who are for gay marriage are generally
pro-choice, so the big issue for them
Isn't what we call marriages, but the
freedom of choice. But both are about
liberty. Same-sex marriage proponents
believe same-sex couples should have
the same freedom to be married that
straight couples have had for the past
two hundred years. (That's why the
United States Supreme Court decided,
in 2003, that states cannot ban
marriages between heterosexuals.)
The opponents of same-sex marriage

416



don't think two people who choose not
to have children should have the same
right to be married. Their answer is:
well, we don't really want to be
married because the state won't
recognize it. The gay marriage
proponents say that isn't good enough,
and that everyone should be treated
the same as couples who are able to
have babies. That's an issue that both
sides would be willing to accept being
deadlocked on -- and for good reason.
The right to marry is, more than
anything, a matter of liberty. The same
thing is true of the right to abortion.
Whether we have children or not, we
are still in a state of gestation, so it's a
matter of freedom of choice. But in
addition to being about liberty,
abortion is about bodily autonomy. If
I'm pregnant and | don't want to be,
it's my right to choose whether to
terminate my pregnancy. We call it a
right to choose. If you're not pro-
choice, you don't think it's really a
choice at all, since it's your body that
the fetus is inhabiting. But most pro-
choicers don't believe abortion is
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murder. It's not. (A baby at the
moment of birth is fully human. Any
later stage of life is not.) If a fetus is a
part of me, then the way we choose to
kill it in the womb is immaterial. The
opponents of abortion aren't all that
Interested in 6d1f23a050
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