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|nvent|on relates generally to the field of animal-assisted therapy and, more
specifically, to an improved method and apparatus for treating a patient's brain
waves. 2. Description of the Related Art The correlation between positive affect
(i.e., joy) and the regularity of alpha waves in a patient's brain has been studied
to discover how to treat depression. The effect of positive stimuli on the brain
has also been studied. An alpha wave is produced by the temporal lobe of the
brain and is generally related to a person's "at-peace" state. In the field of
animal-assisted therapy, the alpha wave is associated with the emotional
responses of the patient to the presence of the dog or other animal. The alpha
waves in a patient's brain are more regular when the patient is "at-peace" (also
known as being "in a relaxed state"). When the patient experiences "stress"
(also known as being "in an anxious state"), the alpha waves in the patient's
brain become less regular. During the past ten years, researchers have
observed that the presence of a patient's dog in the room during a therapy
session has a beneficial effect on the patient's emotional state. In addition,
animal-assisted therapy has been shown to be effective in helping people
recover from strokes, heart disease, diabetes, and other ailments. Examples of
conventional animal-assisted therapy apparatus are disclosed in several U.S.
patents including: U.S. Pat. No. 5,536,267, issued to Fretz et al.; U.S. Pat.
Occl3bf012
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