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pull the spotlight back on the world body from Russia and China,
which have been exhibiting a new assertiveness at this year’s
forum. As Trump waits for an opening address at the annual
gathering of world leaders, world leaders will hear the two formal
speeches by international counterparts, including from Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping. But it’s
expected that the UNGA’s traditional vignette of unexpected
celebrity will take a back seat on day one as global leaders and
media note the arrival of a president who will walk in to the U.N.
building for the first time with a full presidential entourage and
state-of-the-art security, much of it due to his own tight security.
In anticipation of his arrival, the U.S. mission at the UNGA issued a
late-breaking news release on Tuesday morning saying Trump will
be arriving on the U.N. campus. Trump’s arrival follows a rare, but
not unprecedented, visit by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu last week. The day prior, Trump held a bilateral
meeting with Israeli leader that the American side reportedly saw
as antagonistic toward the Palestinians. Even in a U.N. assembly
that has become accustomed to upstaging speeches by world
leaders, it’s likely that Trump will be upstaged by his own identity
— “the president” and not the world leader, or even the country,
the president represents. Putin is widely expected to deliver his
first speech on Thursday, as he did in 2014. In that speech, Putin
used the forum to highlight his vision for global peace. After that,
Xi Jinping will give his first speech. The U.N. traditionally sticks
close to its tradition of offering the leading countries at the UNGA
a sort of vignette of surprise celebrity: Instead of Trump, the U.S.
president in 2015 turned out to be British Prime Minister David
Cameron, followed by German Chancellor Angela Merkel in 2016.
His arrival in New York City, while guaranteed to turn heads, is
also an attempt at a more substantive U.N. meeting than we’ve
seen in the Trump era.
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