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The Italian authorities have sent plane to India after it was
suspected that a person travelling on the flight was carrying the
virus. According to an Italian ministry report, the two had travelled
together and the woman had developed fever on February 28 but
it had been dismissed. Italy's federal police said on Sunday they
had "definitive proof" a coronavirus patient had travelled via
Rome to India, and sought to trace all the passengers of a second
international flight that left Brussels after the first. "We have now
positive proof on the Italian and the Belgian side that the the
Asian country, which has reported the first COVID-19 case in its
history, was the origin of the infection", Italian police said in a
statement. They added that they were "tracing relatives" who had
left the Brussels airport on a second plane that also carried
passengers from India. The first plane had landed in Brussels at
10.26pm local time on Saturday (18.26 GMT) and the second at
about 2am local time on Sunday (03.26 GMT) following different
routes and destinations. The statement said "definitive proof" of
the first case had been achieved through a search of the "ancient
record" of the airline the first victim had travelled with, Leonardo
Express. It said: "No trace of her was found, neither on the ticket
nor on any data from the database of the airline, that is very
common in this type of cases". The woman, a 44-year-old from
Milan, is the latest patient of COVID-19 to be identified in Italy.
She has been in hospital since her symptoms appeared after
returning to the north of the country on February 25. The virus
has killed nearly 2,000 people in China and killed more than 80
people in other countries. Another 22,000 cases have been
confirmed worldwide, with 953 people having died, health officials
said on Sunday. The latest person-to-person transmission outside
of China was in Singapore on Monday, the World Health
Organization said. A US citizen in his 50s had been treated and
was recovering at a hospital. He had no travel history to China
and no "known exposures" during his brief visit to the country, the
federal government said. Last week, the WHO said the
coronavirus was spreading in the US as well, but that there had
been no new cases for two days. The UN agency said
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