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different position as it gives them more chance to use
their skill sets. The young central defender has made
three appearances for the Blues, but was last week
criticised by Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger who
explained that Gueye is not suited to be a central
defender at the moment. “I'm surprised by that
statement [Wenger's comment],” Gueye said. “That’s
the first time I've heard that. | was just looking forward
to playing him at centre back. I'm e79caf774b
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Bureau of Statistics released this week its official trade
figures for February, showing that the Australian
economy lost $286m last month, the biggest monthly
fall since the global financial crisis of 2008. The
February trade deficit - the value of imports as a
proportion of exports - was just below market
expectations of $32.6bn but was still the largest
monthly deficit since the September quarter of 2008.
The figures have been revised. Photograph:
Booyim/Getty Images The figures confirmed that
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Australian trade, the world's 13th largest, was still lower
than the value of imports as a proportion of exports in
early 2007. The result is that Australian trade in goods

and services - which made up 93% of our total trade
balance - was $27.4bn worse than the same month a
year ago in February, pushing total trade down 0.6%
from a year ago. The February trade deficit in goods is
now up by 0.5% from the month before, but has been
revised, with the value of imports of goods measured
using UBS's final results for February, published at the
end of June, being revised higher to $58.1bn. In
February, the main driver for the contraction in the
trade balance was a 7.8% increase in the value of
services imports, which includes services from
education, accommodation, tourism and various other
industries. Imports of services rose by $2.4bn. The
biggest economic strength in the economy continues to
be export trade, although the $286m decline in

February results in a third consecutive month where the
trade balance has shrunk, with total trade up just 0.1%
in the month compared with January. Chart: Australian

trade flows - January-February Source: Australian
Bureau of Statistics, national accounts In February, the
main component of the trade surplus that was down
was an $80.1m increase in the value of goods exports
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