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accelerated the kinetics of the serum angiotensin-

I-converting enzyme: a possible explanation for
the association of serum angiotensin-I-converting

enzyme with glomerular diseases. Serum
angiotensin-I-converting enzyme (SACE) was

measured by a new rapid and sensitive
turbidimetric method in an asymptomatic group
of patients with minimal nephrotic syndrome, in

28 healthy controls and in 30 patients with
glomerular diseases. SACE in plasma samples
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obtained from different venous sites was also
assessed by the same method. No evidence of
age-associated changes of SACE values were

found in normal subjects. On the contrary, SACE
values in the asymptomatic patients with minimal

nephrotic syndrome were significantly higher
than in healthy subjects. An increased SACE

variability was observed in the nephrotic group as
well as in the asymptomatic patients. The highest
SACE values were observed in the patients with

membranous glomerulonephritis and acute
glomerulonephritis. A relationship between SACE
and the clinical stage of the glomerular disease
was also found. We conclude that variations in
SACE could be important in the evaluation of
glomerular disease.Adhesion of surfactants to

polymeric substrates and films. The adsorption of
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surfactants on polymer films and substrates is
important to the development of improved

surface treatments for a wide variety of products.
Effective and rapid methods for the

characterization of surface adsorption are
essential for the understanding of these

phenomena and for rational application of
surfactant treatments. However, most studies on

adsorption have relied on surface area
measurements, which give no information on
adsorption kinetics or on the distribution of

surfactants within the bulk film. Among other
data, adsorption isotherms and diffusion

coefficients can yield information about the
morphology and hydrodynamic conditions,

respectively. We report the adsorption of anionic
and cationic surfactants onto polycarbonate film
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and a variety of polymer substrates. The
adsorption isotherms and adsorption rates can be

well-described with a simple theoretical model,
which includes adsorption to the free surface and
adsorption to the interior of the film. The diffusion

coefficients are measured from surface profiles
which are obtained from surface relief holograph
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